For An Open Jerusalem
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About this book

Palestinian Christians are a group in the Middle East that is being decimated in
a frightening way by emigration. Their voice, the voice of the descendants of
the oldest Christians, must not go unheard. As sensitive interpreters of their
time and situation, the artists are both Palestinians and Christians at the same
time, marked by two traditions equally. They invite us to read the Biblical
texts with the eyes of those who have grown up in the country that is sacred
to the various denominations and religions, from which, however, many were
expelled in the years 1947-1949. It is this catastrophe ("Nakba”), which has
often become the subject of their pictures.

The pictures speak of people who are traumatized by the past and by present
experience, but are not in despair. Instead, they do not give up the search for
their identity and the hope that peace between the Israelis and Palestinians is
possible and Jerusalem again becomes a city that is open and freely accessible
for all people. The churches are particularly encouraged to get involved with
these messages and to live in active solidarity.

Theo Sundermeier, born in 1935 in Biinde, Westphalia,
Germany, taught at various seminaries in Southern Africa
from 1964-1974 and is an emeritus professor of the
theology department and the former department of Oriental
and Classical Studies at the University of Heidelberg,
Germany. In addition to religious and missiological studies,
he has published numerous texts on the hermeneutics of the
alien and on Christian art in Germany, Africa and East Asia.
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